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Abstract

Corruption remains one of the main problems of Post-Soviet states. Georgia, Belarus,
Lithuania, and Latvia are doing relatively well compared to other Post-Soviet states. Popular
explanations for high corruption rates are underdevelopment of democratic institutions and
the limitation of human rights. However, the lack of women’s participation can be also
another factor that could explain the widespread corruption level. According to popular
stereotypes, women are considered as more honest and “fairer” gender, which has an impact
on the decrease in corruption rate. There is a belief that women have a perception of risk
aversion which makes them less likely to engage in corrupt activities. There is no consensus
regarding whether women’s participation has an effect on reducing corruption. The purpose
of this paper is to test to what extent women’s participation in parliament, school and or
with tertiary education, labor force affects corruption rate in Post-Soviet states. The SPSS
software was used to assess a relationship between aforementioned variables. According to
findings, there is a strong, positive, and statistically significant impact of women enrollment
in school and/or with tertiary education on a country’s score in the Corruption Perception
Index. I argue that promoting women'’s education is the best way to lower corruption in the
post-Soviet states.
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Introduction

According to the corruption
perception index (CPI) of
transparency international Georgia,
Belarus, Lithuania, and Latvia are in
the list of Post-Soviet states that did
better than the global average (Golos
Ameriki, 2019)(Transparency
International, 2019).At the same time,
Russia and Central Asian states are
far from the global average (Azattyq,
2019). Even though these countries
were previously part of the large
country, their scores significantly
vary between each other. There are
various reasons which can explain
such differences in CPI. One of these
factors is female’s participation in
politics and the economy. In this
research paper, I am going to
compare the relationship between
women’s participation and
corruption rate. Particularly, I am
going to test the impact of women’s
participation in the parliament,
women'’s share in school and or with
tertiary education, women'’s share in
the labor force on corruption rate. I
will use a simple regression analysis
to test corruption-related theories in
the Post-Soviet context. | found that
not all theories are applicable in the
Post-Soviet space. This research will
hopefully help to fill the gap in the
literature. It is because there is no
much research that analyzes the
factors and reasons that lead to
corruption in all Post-Soviet states
together.

In the literature review
section, [ would like to share with you
what other scholars have said about
the relationship between women's
participation and corruption. In this
section, I will write about women'’s
participation in parliament, labor
force, and education. Then in the
methodology section, I will explain
how I will test the relationship

between independent and dependent
variables. In the next sections, I will
provide results and discuss them.
Finally, I make a conclusion that not
all theories are applicable in the Post-
Soviet context.

Various theories can explain
women’s impact on the level of
corruption. For example, liberal
democracy  theory  tells that
corruption does not depend on
gender and there is a spurious
relationship between gender and
corruption (Bauhr, Charron, &
Wangnerud, 2019). Liberal
democracy leads to a higher number
of women elected as well as good
governance (Wangnerud, 2012, p.
234). According to gender
differences, sex roles theory, gender
has a direct impact on corruption
(Wangnerud, 2012). This theory tells
that there are differences between
women and men’s behaviors and
mostly men dominate criminal
activities (Wangnerud, 2012).

There is also the opportunity
structure theory, which tells about an
indirect relationship between gender
and corruption (Wangnerud, 2012, p.
234). Women tend to be less involved
in public affairs due to family affairs
and women may be excluded from
“old boys networks” (Wangnerud,
2012, p. 234). The next rationality
perspective theory tells about gender
roles at the citizen level and decision-
making arenas. (Wangnerud, 2012, p.
244). At the citizen level, women are
willing to avoid corrupt transactions
because women have fewer assets
and women considered as a society’s
subordinate  group (Wangnerud,
2012, p. 244). In the decision-making
arenas of rationality perspective
theory, there is an indirect
relationship between gender and
corruption  since  women  are
interested to uphold alternative bases
of power (Wangnerud, 2012, p. 244).
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That is why women are not interested
in corruption activities (Wangnerud,
2012, p. 244).

Women’s participation at
different levels has a different impact
on corruption. For example, there is
no consensus regarding  the
correlation between women'’s
participation in parliament and the
level of corruption. Esarey and
Schwindt-Bayer (2019) have found
that women’s greater representation
in parliament is correlated with the
lower corruption rate. They also
found that corruption will result in
fewer women’s participation in
government (Esarey & Schwindt-
Bayer, 2019). Their findings were
based on the analysis of partial and
full democracies between 1990 and
2010 (Esarey & Schwindt-Bayer,
2019, p. 1715).

Jha and Sarangi (2018) also
found and provided robust evidence
that women’s presence in parliament
causes a decrease in corruption. At
the same time, they did not find a
positive relationship between other
measures of female participation and
economic activities (Jha & Sarangi,
2018, p. 219). According to their
findings, the presence of women in
the labor force, in clerical positions,
and senior-level, decision-making
positions do not necessarily lead to
lower corruption (Jha & Sarangi,
2018, p. 219). Jha and Sarangi (2018,
p. 231) argued that only presence in
parliament, the policymaking process,
can reduce the corruption rate.

Pelizzo (2013) findings also
support the claim that women’s
greater presence in parliament is
important for the countries. Pelizzo
(2013) analyzed the relationship
between gender and oversight
effectiveness. Their main finding is
that parliaments with a higher share
of women are characterized by more
effective legislative oversight
(Pelizzo, 2013). When they added the

form of government to regression, the
relationship between gender and
legislative oversight effectiveness
remained statistically  significant
(Pelizzo, 2013). They concluded that
promoting gender equality in the
parliaments will lead to better
effectiveness of legislative oversight
(Pelizzo, 2013).

In this research project I am
going to test the following first
hypothesis:

The greater number of women in
the parliaments leads to Ilower
corruption.

It is also interesting to analyze
the relationship between gender and
education. Melgar et al. (2010) have
found that people’s education level
affects their corruption perception.
For example, people with a secondary
level of education are going to have
lower corruption rate (Melgar et al,
2010, p. 125). They explained it with
the fact that there is a positive
relationship between “access to
information and the capability to
process it” (Melgar et al, 2010, p.
125). Thus, more educated people
have the skills to find and analyze
corruption-related information
(Melgar etal., 2010, p. 125).

Branisa et al. (2013, p. 261)
found that “lower female secondary
education, higher fertility rates,
higher child mortality, and a higher
perceived level of corruption in a
country” are social institutions
related to gender inequality. They
argued that social institutions need to
be considered to see the differences
in important development outcomes
(Branisa et al,, 2013, p. 261). Branisa
et al. (2013, p. 253) also found that
countries which discourage freedom
of women to participate in social life,
tend to have higher rates of
corruption. Thus, it is important to
analyze how women are treated in
different societies in order to develop
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gendered development outcomes
(Branisa et al.,, 2013, p. 253).

According to the wvarious
theories, it is important to provide
equal universal education. The
provision of widespread education is
important to reach greater gender
equality (Uslaner & Rothstein, 2016).
It is because there is a strong
relationship between gender equality
and a lower level of corruption
(Uslaner & Rothstein, 2016, p. 7). The
relationship remains constant even
other variables get added and is
applicable in corrupt countries such
as Mexico (Uslaner & Rothstein,
2012). It is important to spread the
provision of equal education all over
the world since this practice is not
accepted everywhere (Uslaner &
Rothstein, 2012, p. 7).

The second hypothesis is going
to be in the following way:

The higher the share of the women
in the school and or with tertiary
education, the less corruption will
be.

Some scholars suggest that
there is a direct relationship between
gender in the labor force and the
corruption rate. Swamy et al. (2001)
have found that the greater share of
women in the parliaments, senior
positions, and labor force has a direct
impact on lower corruption rates.
One of the explanations here is that
women owners or managers offer
fewer bribes compared to male
counterparts (Swamy et al., 2001, p.
36). Another reason is that women
may pay fewer bribes because they
are not always part of “old boy
networks” (Swamy et al.,, 2001, p. 36).
Authors also argued that women did
not “learn” how to “bribe” since they
were previously less engaged in
individual or collective experience of
the labor force (Swamy et al., 2013, p.
36).

Samimi &  Hosseinmardi
(2011) findings are consistent with
the aforementioned authors. They
have analyzed women'’s participation
in parliaments and the labor force of
25 developing countries (Samimi &
Hosseinmardi, 2011, p. 725). They
found a negative relationship
between corruption and participation
of women in the labor force as well as
between corruption and the share of
women in the parliaments (Samimi &
Hosseinmardi, 2011, p. 725).
Neudorfer (2016) highlighted the
importance of women in the labor
force. He found that countries with a
large public sector that have a high
share of working women are less
corrupt than countries with a fewer
share of working women (Neudorfer,
2016, p. 190). Neuforder (2016, p.
194) explained it with the fact that
employed women demand better
education and working opportunities
for other women and their children.
Thus, they create opportunities for
other women to go to work
(Neuforder, 2016, p. 194).

The increase in the women'’s
share leads to an increase in demand
in public goods as well as total
revenue due to the additional
revenue from women’s taxes
(Neuforder, 2016, p. 194). As
government consumption increases
because of the greater of women in
the labor force, the spending on
private spending, which can lead to
corrupt activities, will decrease
(Neuforder, 2016, p. 206). Neuforder
(2016, p. 197) provided real
examples from Finland and Sudan.
Finland is a country with a large
female labor force (47.92 percent)
has a very low corruption rate
(Neuforder, 2016, p. 194). At the
same time, Sudan has 10.9 percent of
female share in the labor force as well
as a very high level of corruption
(Neuforder, 2016, p. 194).
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Bauhr et al. (2019) analyzed
women’s representation in locally
elected assemblies and their impact
on corruption. They found that
elected women tend to promote
public services directed to benefit
traditionally female-oriented sectors,
such as healthcare and education
(Bauhr et al, 2019, p. 1060).
Additionally, elected women aim to
“breakup of male-dominated
clientelist networks” (Bauhr et al,
2019, p. 1060). These two factors
lead to a decrease in both petty and
grand corruption (Bauhr et al,, 2019,
p. 1060).

The third hypothesis is going
test relationship between gender and
labor force:

Greater the number of women in the
labor force, lower the corruption
rate

In contrast to the
aforementioned findings, some
authors do not support the claim of
the relationship between gender and
corruption. Debsky et al. (2018) have
found that the greater representation
in business and politics does not lead
to a lower corruption rate. They did
not find a statistically or economically
significant  relationship  between
gender and corruption when they

considered country-specific time-
invariant factors (Debsky et al., 2018,
p. 535). Initially, they found a positive
relationship  between =~ women'’s
participation in politics and labor
force and politics & lower level of
corruption (Debsky et al, 2018, p.
535). However, then they added
culture-related variables, such as
culture, geography, and institutions,
the relationship became spurious
(Debsky et al., 2018, p. 535). Thus, the
female’s participation does not
directly link to a lower level of
corruption (Debsky et al, 2018, p.
536).

Research Methods

In this paper, I will use SPSS
software to test my three hypotheses.
[ aim to test the correlation between
women’s seats in  parliament,
education, the labor force
(independent variables) & corruption
rates. The data for independent
variables will be taken world bank
development indicators (The World
Bank, 2019). The data for the
dependent variable will be taken
from the CPI of each -country
(Transparency International, 2019b).
[ am going to test the correlation
between independent and dependent
variables for the 2018 year.

5o0f11

Alpbatecic  Post-Soviet Women  CPlI  Unemploym Labor School

al order states in (201 ent (%) force, enrollment,
parliame 8) female (% tertiary,
nts (%) of  total female (%
2018 labor gross)

force)

1 Armenia 18 35 17,899 45,991 62,648

2 Azerbaijan 17 25 6,054 48,71 29,693

3 Belarus 35 44 4,139 49,665 95,092

4 Estonia 27 73 5,132 48,269 84,824

5 Georgia 16 58 12,677 45,706 63,738

(2017)
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6 Kazakhstan 27 31 5,625 48,435 60,033
7 Kyrgyzstan 19 29 8,863 40,042 46,735
8 Latvia 16 58 6,799 49,987 105,059
(2017)
9 Lithuania 21 59 5,513 50,512 84,001
(2017)
10 Moldova 23 33 2,975 48,703 45,719
11 Russia 16 28 4,569 48,486 89,116
(2017)
12 Tajikistan 19 25 9,743 31,943 26,854
(2017)
13 Turkmenist 25 20 2,114 41,657 6,196
an (20141
14 Ukraine 12 32 8,139 47,275 89 (2014")
15 Uzbekistan 16 23 5,018 41,371 8

Results and Discussion

perception index. I did not find a
positive relationship between the

Hypothesis 1 share of women in parliaments and
First, I tested the relationship the corruption rate among Post-
between the share of women’s seats Soviet countries.

in parliament and the corruption

CPI (2018)
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According to the graph, Hypothesis 1 is rejected.
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ANOVA®
Sum of
Model Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
1 Regression 131,258 1 131,258 4480 501°
Residual 3557142 13 273,626
Total 3688400 14

a. Dependent Variable: CP1(2018)
b. Predictors: (Constant), Women in parliaments (%) 2018

Coefficients”
Standardizad
Unstandardized Coefcients Coefcients 95,0% Confidenca Interval for B
Model =] Std. Error Beta 1 Sig Lower Bound  Upper Bound
1 (Constant) 27,680 15,765 1,756 A03 -6,367 61,747
Waman in pafiaments 514 T4 189 693 AM +1,088 2115

(%) 2018
2, Dependent Variable: CPI(2018)

P=0.501>0.05, that is why H1 is rejected.
Then I tested hypothesis 2.

Hypothesis 2
share of women in school enroliment and tertiary education vs CPI
80
Estona
L]
70
LEnuania
60 Gexrgs Latvin
© ° ® °
8
o s
(&)
Belwus
[}
40 »
Armeria
Mokjova o :
° Kazakhstan psholg
0 1 Kyg;y::lm ° Russia
A:ebunn b
Uzbekistan o0
o - Tagistan
Turimenistan
20 | ; ! ! | |
000 20,000 40,000 £0,000 £0,000 100,000 120000

School enroliment, tertiary, female (% gross)

Here I will retain Hypothesis 2 since there is a positive relationship
between the share of women in school enrollment and tertiary education
and CPL

p=0.006<0.05 (95 % CI) I retain the null hypothesis.

Cosfficients™
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ANOVA?
Sum of
Maodel Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
1 Regression 1661,878 1 1661,878 10,661 ,IJEJE-“
Residual 2026,522 13 155,886
Total 3688,400 14

a. Dependent Variable: CPI (2018)

b. Predictors: (Constant), School enroliment, tertiary, female (% gross)

Hypothesis 3
Finally, I tested the relationship between the share of women in the labor
force and the corruption rate in Post-Soviet countries.

ED

0

&0

Share of women in the labor gorce vs CPI

Georgia— Latvia | g
L &

Estoanis
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* 'II.'&]I]EI -SS.DIJE QD.IIJGI] 45,000 50,000 55,000
Labor force, female (% of total labor force)
According to the graph, I will enrollment  and tertiary
reject Hypothesis 3. There is education & CPI.
no statistically significant p=0.067>0.05. I reject the null
relationship  between the hypothesis.
share of women in school
ANOVA®
Sum of
Model Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
1 Regression BE9 527 1 869,527 4,010 067°
Residual 2818,873 13 216,836
Total 3688,400 14

a. Dependent Variable: CPI (2018)

b. Predictors: (Constant), Labor force, female (% of total labor force)
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Coefficients”

Standardized

Unstandardized Coaflicients Coaficlents 95.0% Confidencs Intzrval for B

Model B Std. Erros Beta 1 Sig Lowar Baund Upper Bound
(Censtant) -33,3594 35.934 928 o 110,983 44,276

Labar forca, famala (% of 1,563 TRO ARG 2,003 06T 123 3,249

tatal labor forca)

a. DependentVariable: CP1{2018)

The first hypothesis regarding
the relationship between the greater
share of women’s seats in
parliaments and the lower corruption
rate was rejected. The possible
explanation here is that women are
not enough in parliaments of the
Post-Soviet states to make valuable
contributions to government
spending and decrease in corruption
rate.

The second hypothesis
regarding the share of women in
school enrollment and tertiary
education was retained. It means that
findings are consistent with existent
theories regarding women'’s
education. Provision of equality in
education equality is crucial in
fighting corruption. Especially Central
Asian states need to work on
providing better access and more
opportunities for women to study in
higher education institutions.

The third hypothesis
regarding the share of women in the
labor force and corruption rate was
rejected. The possible explanation
can be the same as for the first
hypothesis. The share of women in
the labor force may not be so high to
make a contribution to reducing
corruption. Another problem here is
how reliable the data is. Some
countries may be interested in
artificially increase the share of
women in the labor force in order to
have a better image both internally
and internationally.

Conclusion

The purpose of the present
article was to test whether and to
what extent the level of corruption in

post soviet states is affected by
women’s participation. The rationale
for performing such an analysis is hat,
as several studies have shown and as
the international community has long
believed, where women participate
more, the political system works
better, the quality of democracy is
higher and corruption is lower.

Specifically I performed some
statistical analyses to assess whether
women’s  participation in  the
parliament, women'’s share in tertiary
education, women'’s share in the labor
force are related to and possibly
responsible for corruption levels.

The scatterplots and the
regression analyses presented in the
paper reveal that women'’s
participation in parliament has a
positive but weak and statistically
insignificant, impact on the
Corruption Perception Index. With
regard to the relationship between
the score in the Corruption
Perception Index and women’s
participation in the labor force, visual
inspection of the scatterplot reveals
the existence of a strong and positive
association. The regression analysis
confirms the results of the visual
inspection as it shows that women’s
participation in the labor force is a
strong and positive determinant of
CPI score. But while one could regard
the impact of this variable as
significant, from a substantive point
of view, the regression coefficient
reveals that the impact of women’s
participation in the labor force is not
a statistically significant determinant
of corruption levels. With regard to
the relationship between women's
education and corruption, the
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analyses presented in the paper show
that as the percentage of women
enrolled in school and/or with
tertiary education is a strong,
positive, and statistically significant
impact on a country’s score in the
Corruption Perception Index.

Our findings have clear policy
implications. While women'’s
participation in parliament and in the
labor force should be encouraged, our
findings show that the single most
important step that countries should
take to curb corruption, promote
transparency, and secure good
governance is to provide women with
more and better education.

Educated women are the best
line of defense against corruption and
the most effective way to improve the
quality of government. Investing in
education is important, but it is more
important to secure equal access to
education and ensure that young
women have access to higher
education.

Other studies, in the future,
may explore whether our findings
and conclusion hold in other regions.
But one thing is clear: promoting
women'’s education is the best way to
lower corruption in the post-Soviet
states.
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